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Agsocjated Press :
A management SOOI,
told House investigators yester-
day that U. §. foreign did offi-i FOIAb3b
Tials - ignored repeated com-!
plaints of deficiencies in gd-
‘ministration of the aid pro-
‘gram in Laos...,

Harry E. Howell, president;
‘of a Washington management
Arm, testified that after a Year:
of adverse reports to Washing-
ton his contract as mafiage-
ment adviser to the Laotian
Governmeént .was canceled, at
the-behest of the U.S. aid mis-
sion in Laos.’ ) T
Howell testified after an
.auditor of the International -
Cooperation Administration
{old investigators his own rec-
ommendations - for cancelling:
the contract of an American
firm. at Laos. were overridden
and his position misrepre-
sented to Washington,
Edward J. Burns said that
notwithstanding his adverse|
recommendations, “Russell
| Lord, public works chief for
the U.S. mission in “Laos,
cabled Washington for renewal:
of the contract. ]
«J4 (the cable) was sent out
as cleared by me, although I:
did not clear it,” Burns testi-
fied. . ’ L
i The contract was approved
‘three days later, but subse:
-quently was canceled. |
. Rep. Porter Hardy>(D-Va.),
chairman of a Government
‘operations investigating sub-!
‘committee, termed the clear-|
‘ance a forgery and advised'
ITCA officials not to ‘yetaliate|
iagainst Burns. T |
Hardy said the Howell firmi
had been blacklisted by ITA,
for its efforts to. clean up fhe:
Laotian program. .’ o
. Under Secretary of State:
'C. Douglas Dillon told the,
'House . Foreign Affairs Com-|
imittee that, largely as a result)
‘of improvements from foreign:
aid, the government of Laos'cy -which buils Foads for the:
ihad been changed, Communist y 205 Goveérnment. '
influence diminished, and the{" pmig parther, Gerald ‘A. Pea-

currency stabilized. ibody, also named in testimony
In Bangkok, meanwhile, aniyonday as having lent money|

American businessman denied to McNamara without repay-

testimony in Washington, that{ment was not available for

he gave gifts to Edward T. Mc-! comn’lent. . )

Namara of Tampa, Fla,, for-{  wcNamara, a former ICA

mer U.S. 8id official in Laos. ! mcer in Laos, told the House!
hailees fiﬁNIS?a;z;bbggufﬁfGovernment Operations Sub-

S %, ody cant ommittee he received gifts!
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‘paid,” said’ Willis H. ‘Bird °kaniversa_1.
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